
Landscaping & More
We have a small courtyard
in front of our townhome.
What is the best way to
make it feel larger and
inviting while still having

room for a small seating area?

Small courtyard design is one of my favorite challenges.
With a little effort, even the smallest space can be trans-
formed into an area that invites us to not think about
size or scale, but rather to think about the mood it creates.  Typically, in courtyard
design, if you follow a few simple guidelines you will have great success with the
space.
First, plan a focal point.  Whether it be a small fountain or a unique specimen
planting, a focal point is key to small-space design.  The focal point will give peo-
ple a visual (and potentially audible) item to focus on, rather than the scale of the
space.
Second, plan the sitting area or walkway with a surface material that isn't too busy
or intricate.  This will allow the functional area to become part of the space rather
than competing with the focal point.  I like to use crushed stones with a border or
larger natural-stone surfacing.  Pavers are practical, but may too be busy in a
small space where mood is more important.
Third, design a cohesive planting that works together in color and texture.  Sharp
contrasts in a small space can confuse the eye and ruin the effect.  Subtle
changes in texture and color will create a cohesive backdrop which complements
the focal point and allows the viewer to enjoy the feeling of the space rather than
the constraint of the walls surrounding the space. Happy Gardening!

ask an expert Eric D. Bruss, APLD is the owner of Bruss Landscaping, Inc.
Bruss landscaping has been providing high quality landscape design and instal-
lation services to the area since 1952.  Please contact Bruss Landscaping at
(630) 665-1600, www.bruss landscaping.com, or visit our display gardens at 1607
E. Roosevelt Road in Wheaton. 

Getting Organized
We're trying to sell our
house.  What's the
best way to improve
the "curb appeal" of
our garage?

Regardless of whether your house is on the
market or not, my advice would be the same.

• Discard everything you can:  Walk through the garage and get rid of
anything you haven't used in the past year.  You'd be surprised at how
much collects in the garage that really isn't needed or usable.  Clearing
out these unused items will make it easier to keep your garage clean
and will make the garage appear larger to prospective buyers.

• Out of sight, out of mind:  If you can't discard it, can you put it some-
where where it won't be in the way?  Almost every garage that's been
built within the last thirty years will have ceilings that are at least 8 feet
high.  This is enough height to allow for overhead storage racks to be
installed above the cars.  If the ceiling is high enough, place the stor-
age racks above the garage doors themselves.  This creates new stor-
age space that is not usually visible from the outside.  Box infrequent-
ly used items in transparent storage containers and place these con-
tainers on the overhead storage racks.

Once the garage is cleaned up, maybe you'll like its appearance so
much that you won't want to move after all.

ask an expert Ron Mackey is a partner with GarageTek.  GarageTek is the leading garage
storage and organization system provider and was recently recognized as the #1 system by
a leading consumer ratings magazine.  For a free in-home design consultation, you can reach
Ron at rmackey@garagetek.com, call him toll free at 1-866-583-4835 or visit the website at
www.garagetek.com.
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